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Les Enluminures is pleased to be returning to Masterpiece London, where the
company will share for the second year in a row a themed stand with Daniel
Crouch Rare Books on the subject of "Sapiens: Mapping the History of
Ideas." Les Enluminures and Daniel Crouch Rare Books contribute to the fair's
mission as the "world's leading cross-collecting fair" by exhibiting diverse
works in dialog with each other - manuscripts, historic rings and jewelry, with
maps, globes, and printed books on travel and exploration. This year's theme
is inspired by the publishing phenomenon by Yuval Noah Harari "Sapiens: A
Brief History of Humankind" (2015) which offers an "absorbing, provocative
history of civilization" (Financial Times). We have taken seriously Harari's dictum : "We study history not to know the future but to widen our horizons."
Les Enluminures approaches the theme broadly by selecting works of art from medieval civilization that resonate with, and expand on,
some of the ideas central to Sapiens: Genealogy (Family), Love, and Death.
Art, politics, and history come together in a remarkable group of six rings that have been in the family of the Earls of Galloway
since their origins. These include examples by known English portrait artists, and the collection constitutes a rich repository of Stuart and
Jacobite pictorial and cultural history which takes the story of the Stuarts from the execution of 1649 to the death of Prince Charles Edward, and the changing of alliance to the Hanoverian monarch, George Ill (d. 1820).
Books of Hours - medieval "must-haves" - also witness transmission . One special English example, the Bybbesworth Hours, went
from Bruges to England, as it passed through centuries of English mercantile and diplomatic families. It evokes other themes consistent
with devotional art of the civilization of the Middle Ages. Tokens of love, gifts of marriage, commodities of inheritance, Books of Hours
touch on all the subjects of Family, Love, and Death .
Harari tells us that one-third of the children born before the Industrial Revolution made it to the age of fifteen, so it is no surprise that
Death emerged as a focus for art and society. A unique group of mourning rings, along with a jeweled pendant containing relics of
the saints underscore this universal theme.
Founded by Dr. Sandra Hindman nearly thirty years ago and with locations in Paris, Chicago, and New York, Les Enluminures has forged
long-standing relationships with major museums and prestigious private collections throughout the world . It exhibits currently at TEFAF
Maastricht, Masterpiece, the Winter Show, and Paris Fine Art. The gallery is well-known for the level of its scholarship but also for the
diversity, high quality, and provenance of the works it offers for sale.
Sandra Hindman states: "We are thrilled to be returning to this well-run, beautiful fair held during the lively and enriching London Art
Week and to be offering there a group of exciting works of art."

Please contact us for high resolution images and descriptions of the featured works of art.
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FAMILY
The Galloway Rings

This group of six rings has been together since the rings were made. They include
rings by known English portrait artists, such as Jean Petitot after a portrait by Anthony van Dyck, those based on portraits by William Dodson and sculpted by the Scotsman James Tassie, and rings with exceptionally rare royal relics. There is ring for the
Order of the Garter. The collection constitutes a rich repository of Stuart and Jacobite
pictorial and cultural history which takes the story of the Stuarts from the execution
of 1649 to the death of Prince Charles Edward, and the changing of alliance to the
Hanoverian monarch, George Ill. The rings were acquired directly from the aristocratic Scottish family, descendants of the Earls of Galloway, whose members played
critical roles in the unfolding of Stuart and Jacobite history. The last owner of the
rings was the father of the last heir to the title Earl of Galloway

B

A. Stuart Ring with Enamel Portrait of King Charles I ( 1600-1649)
Western Europe, 17th Century, attributed to Jean Petitot (1607-1691)
Gold and enamel (the enamel probably on gold)
B. Stuart Ring with Enamel Portrait of King Charles II ( 1630-1685)
Western Europe, 17th Century
Gold, rock crystal and enamel
C. Portrait Ring of George Ill (1738-1820)
C

Western Europe, late 18th Century, portrait attributed to James Tassie (17351799)
Gold, silver and diamonds with white composition portrait bust

2.

LOVE
The Bybbesworth Hours
In Latin, illuminated manuscript on parchment
Southern Netherlands, Bruges, c. 1405-1415
12 miniatures by the Master of the Beaufort Saints and associates
Fol. 1Ov, St. Christopher

This manuscript is a remarkable early example of a Book of Hours made in Bruges for
the English market illuminated by the Master of the Beaufort Saints and associates.
The softly modeled figures are rendered with subtle plasticity of pre-Eyckian realism
and are typically set against decorative backgrounds. Its notable provenance tells the
story of its ownership across centuries.
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3.

DEATH
A. Memento Mori Skull Pendant
Germany, 17th century
Fire-gilded copper, glass

This object, a tiny reliquary pendant of fire-gilt copper, glows like pure gold and
would have hung from the attached loop on a lace at the owner's neck or belt, serving as a memento mori.
B. Reliquary Pendant with Christ on the Cross
Germany, c. 1480-1500
Gilded Silver

A mixture of forms gives this pendant a rare expressiveness. At its core is a hinged
rectangular box that once contained a relic fragment. A tiny sculpture of the Christ
occupies the center of a composition representing the Crucifixion on the mount of
Golgotha .

Please contact us for high resolution images and descriptions of the featured works of art.
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