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This is the twenty-sixth year that Les Enluminures will be exhibiting at
TEFAF. To celebrate this occasion, the gallery will launch a special exhibition
based on new high-profile acquisitions and entitled "Painting in Manuscripts in France and Flanders during the Middle Ages and Renaissance."
A select group of nearly a dozen stunning single miniatures is exhibited for
the first time. Illustrating David and Bathsheba and Job and his Friends and
Family, two of these by the MASTER OF FRANCOIS DE ROHAN (FIGS. 2-3)
come from a presumably lost Book of Hours, most likely made for a patron at
the court of King Francis I (r. 1515-1547). They display this artist's imaginative subject matter and lively narration set in elaborate architecture enlivened
by putti on the eve of the French Renaissance.
A monumental miniature of the Crucifixion, painted with a brilliant palette and charged with emotion, boldly expresses an accomplished new figural style emerging from Italy in the wake of the Renaissance. It can now be added to a group of thirteen other historiated initials, mostly in major museums, from an enormous pair of Choir Books commissioned by Philippe de Levis, bishop of Mirepoix from 1493 to 1537. A recent study convincingly identifies the artist as a Toulouse-based painter, ANTOINE OLIVIER (FIG . 1).
Complementing the group of miniatures are several illuminated volumes of exceptional richness that reveal the full flowering of
the Middle Ages. One of two centerpieces is THE HOURS OF MARIE (FIG . 4). This is one of the oldest and most important of all
early Books of Hours and one of few thirteenth-century books unambiguously painted for a named laywoman, perhaps Marie de Brabant Queen of France. Its pages virtually explode with a richness of imagery. Nearly 300 images display with unusual frequency
women in daily life and are set in the royal court.
The second featured work THE ROMANCE OF TROY (FIG . 5) includes seventeen large paintings by a rare and accomplished illuminator-painter known as the Master of Girart de Roussillon who worked for the court in the then-Southern Netherlands, probably in Brussels. According to Christopher de Hamel: "The addition of a newly attributed manuscripts to the elusive and incomparable Master
himself is a major event in the scholarship of southern Netherlandish art."
Founded by Dr. Sandra Hindman nearly thirty years ago and with locations in Paris, Chicago, and New York, Les Enluminures has
forged long-standing relationships with major museums and prestigious private collections throughout the world . It exhibits at TEFAF
Maastricht, TEFAF New York, Masterpiece, the Winter Show, Paris Fine Art, and Frieze Masters. The gallery is well-known for the level
of its scholarship but also for the diversity, high quality, and provenance of the works it offers for sale.
Sandra Hindman states: "We are proud to continue our participation in TEFAF Maastricht, which in my opinion remains unchallenged as the premier venue for the display of world-class, museum-quality works of art. Hats off once again to the astute organizers.
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1.
MASTER OF PHILIPPE DE LEVIS-MIREPOIX
(active 1510-1537) (=Antoine Olivier)
The Crucifixion, initial 'N' from an Antiphonal (265 x 175 mm.)
France, Mirepoix, 1533-1535
Charged with emotion, this miniature shows the Crucifixion with a bloodied Christ
on the cross set against a vivid blue sky with clouds outlined in gold. The stocky,
foreshortened bodies follow the new figural style emerging from Italy in the wake of
the Renaissance, in this case indebted to engravings by Marcantonio Raimondi after
drawings by Baccio Bandinelli. Previously unknown, this Crucifixion miniature can
now be added to a group of thirteen other historiated initials, nearly all in major
museums, excised from an enormous pair of Antiphonals commissioned by Philippe
de Levis, bishop of Mirepoix from 1493 to 153 7.

2-3
MASTER OF FRAN(OIS DE ROHAN
(active c. 1525-1546)
Two Leaves from a Book of Hours: Bathsheba Bathing and Job on the Dung
Heap (each c. 180 x 117 mm.)
France, Paris, c. 1540-1546

Active in Paris and named his illuminations for La Fleur de Vertu, translated by
Fran~ois II de Rohan (Paris, BnF, MS Fr. 1877), the Master of Fran~ois de Rohan is
known for his imaginative subject matter and lively narration that set his Books of
Hours apart. These two miniatures probably date to the later period of the artist's
oeuvre, at the height of his courtly commissions. These two sheets come from a
presumably lost Book of Hours most likely made for a patron at the court of King
Francis I (r. 1515-1547).

4.
THE HOURS OF MARIE (USE OF SENLIS)
In Latin and French, illuminated manuscript on parchment
Northeastern France, probably Reims, c. 1270-1280
22 historiated initials by a Reims Master, 2 illuminated borders by the Master
of Johannes de Phylomena

Extensively published and on deposit in the Metropolitan Museum of Art for twentyfive years, this is one of the oldest and most important of all early Books of Hours. It
was made for a woman named Marie, possibly Marie de Brabant (1256-1321) queen
of France married to King Phillip Ill. This folio shows a noblewoman (Marie) kneeling
with her daughter before the enthroned Virgin and Child. An elaborate border includes a hunt, a musician, a tournament with galloping knights and fighting soldiers
judged by a woman holding a banner near a medieval castle.
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5.

I

THE ROMANCE OF TROY
In French prose, illuminated manuscript on parchment
Southern Netherlands, probably Brussels, c. 1450-1460
17 large miniatures by the Master of Girart de Roussillon and Workshop

l

This is the finest and most richly illuminated extant manuscript of the version called
"Prose 1" of the Romance of Troy, which is the earliest great rendering of the Trojan
legend in the French language. The skillful illumination is executed by an accomplished painter, who shows off the rich costumes and intimacy of human interaction
in figures set in luminous landscapes. The enchanting scenes evoke the romance of
the Middle Ages, including kings and princes, damsels and queens, ships, castles and
chivalry. All the other copies of this text are in museums and libraries. This is therefore the finest manuscript of the Trojan romance ever likely to be sold again. Here
the Greeks Menelaus and Agamemnon, like medieval knights, meet on horseback in
a verdant landscape.
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