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LES ENLUMINURES
THE LOMBARD HAGGADAH
EXHIBITION: Friday April 12, 2019 to Sunday April 20, 2019
LECTURE: Wednesday April 10, 2019
CONFERENCE: Sunday April 14, 2019

For Passover, Les Enluminures presents a series of events that center on a remarkable medieval manuscript: a Haggadah with seventy-five watercolor paintings
created in the circle of the famous artist Giovannino de Grassi (d. 1398) in
Milan in the late fourteenth century. Telling the story of the flight of the Jews
from Egypt based on the biblical book of Exodus, the Haggadah was - and still is used during the Seder, the ritual meal of the first night of Passover. Its text has been
richly illustrated by many artists in different countries for over seven hundred years.
With its seventy-five illustrations, occupying the margins of almost every page, this manuscript expresses the elegant language of the
Gothic International style in Lombardy. Directly related to the workshop of the renowned master builder, sculptor, and illuminator Giovannino de Grassi, who flourished under the patronage of the noble Visconti family in Milan, the present volume was probably commissioned
by a wealthy Jewish individual. The presumed date of origin of the Lombard Haggadah corresponds with a period known for its wave of
immigration into Lombardy of northern European Jews, who were especially welcomed by Duke Gian Galeazzo Visconti.
Last on public exhibit in the Paris World's Fair in 1900, when it belonged to a French family, the Lombard Haggadah was then sold in 1927
in London to the noted collector of Hebrew manuscripts Zalman Schocken . Little known, the manuscript has remained in private hands ever
since. It survives as the earliest stand-alone Italian Haggadah. Of the greatest rarity, it is one of three illustrated medieval Haggadot
still privately owned. It is for sale.
Sharon Liberman Mintz, Curator of Jewish Art, The Jewish Theological Seminary, states "I have worked with Hebrew illuminated manuscripts all of my professional life, and this one stands out for its fresh, charming, and sometimes unique paintings as well as its historical
importance."
Founded by Dr. Sandra Hindman more than twenty-five years ago and with locations in Paris, Chicago, and New York, Les Enluminures has
forged long-standing relationships with major museums and prestigious private collections throughout the world . It exhibits at TEFAF Maastricht, TEFAF New York, Masterpiece, and Frieze Masters. The gallery is well-known for the level of its scholarship evident in its numerous
publications but also for the diversity, high quality, and provenance of the works it offers for sale.
"I am honored to be involved in a project of such magnitude prompted by this rare and stunning work of art," says Sandra Hindman.
"Hebrew manuscript illumination is a field that has always held great interest and attraction for me. I confess to being thoroughly enchanted
by the present manuscript."

Please contact info@lesenluminures.com for high resolution images and descriptions of the featured works of art.
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EXHIBITION
For the first time in more than one hundred years, the manuscript will be on view for a limited period only in the New York gallery of Les
Enluminures.

Les Enluminures,
23 East 73 rd Street, 7th floor, Penthouse
New York, NY 10021
Friday April 12, 2019 to Sunday April 20, 2019
10 am to 6 pm

PRIVATE VIEW AND RECEPTION (RSVP required):
Thursday April 11, 2019, 6 pm to 8 pm
The Lombard Haggadah, a 14th century illuminated manuscript by the workshop of Giovanni di Grassi

GALLERY TALK (RSVP required):
Saturday April 13, 2019, 1 pm to 5 pm
Sandra Hindman and Sharon Liberman Mintz, Conversation, The Lombard Haggadah

LECTURES AND CONFERENCE
LECTURE
Wednesday April 10, 6 pm
Fordham University, McNally Amphitheater (140 West 62nd Street)
Adam Cohen, University of Toronto, "Social and Sacred in the Medieval Haggadah"

CONFERENCE
Sunday April 14, 1 pm to 5 pm (followed by a Reception)
Fordham University, McNally Amphitheater (140 West 62nd Street)
"The Haggadah in the Middle Ages and Beyond : A Celebration for Passover"
Co-sponsored by: Jewish Studies, Medieval Studies, and the Department of Art History and Music of Fordham University and Les Enluminures.

Full program available on request.

Please contact info@lesenluminures.com for high resolution images and descriptions of the featured works of art.
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1. The Lombard Haggadah
Milan, c. 1390-1400
Circle of Giovannino de Grassi (Master of the Paris Tacuinum?)
f.25v, Man holding a large bunch of maror [bitter herbs), illustrating the text "This maror."
This image refers to the bitter herbs eaten on the plate during the Passover Seder, in keeping with the biblical commandment "with bitter herbs
they shall eat it." Used as the cover of the publication, the detail shows a servant, dressed in a fashionable parti-colored garment and wearing
pointed shoes, bearing the bitter herbs of enslavement. The publication argues that the servant ironically and self-consciously casts into relief the
free status of the Jewish patron and attests to the owner's wealth. He is thus a proxy of the owner of the Haggadah.
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2. The Lombard Haggadah
Milan, c. 1390-1400
Circle of Giovannino de Grassi (Master of the Paris Tacuinum?)
f. 8v, Man with an open, empty, but ruled, book as the Simple Son illustrating the text "The Simple Son." (right hand side)
The Four Sons, who speak during the Seder meal, represent four different pedagogical approaches to teaching about the Exodus from Egypt. In a
depiction apparently unique in Haggadah illustrations, the Simple Son in the Lombard Haggadah stands at a pulpit and gazes at his empty book.
Like the Wise Son, he appears as a mature bearded man . This is just one of many illustrations that are exceptional in this beautiful manuscript.
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3. The Lombard Haggadah
Milan, c. 1390-1400
Circle of Giovannino de Grassi {Master of the Paris Tacuinum?)
f. 4v, Holding the Seder plate, set in the outer margin, illustrating the text of Ha-Lahma Anya ["This is the bread of poverty"] ; and
the Seder table, set in the lower margin, illustrating the adjacent text of Ha-Lahma Anya
This illustration captures the essence of the Haggadah - the Seder plate and the dining table during the Seder ritual. Typically considered characteristics of Gothic International Style, which represented a fusion of Northern and Italian influences at the end of the fourteenth century, are
the naturalistic forms, elongated and delicately modeled figures, and decorative or ornamental aspect of the settings. All the figures are depicted in pale watercolor washes over pen and ink outlines, as is found in other art works from the workshop of Giovannino de Grassi and his
collaborators and associates.
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4. The Lombard Haggadah
Milan, c. 1390-1400
Circle of Giovannino de Grassi {Master of the Paris Tacuinum?)
f. 36v, Labor of the Month, August {Elu), Peasant threshing wheat
Coming at the end of the manuscript, an entirely unique sequence of illustrations of the Labors of the Month - activities characteristic of each
month - relate this manuscript to medieval Books of Hours made for Christians. The labors are identified by the Hebrew words for them.
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5.The Lombard Haggadah
Milan, c. 1390-1400
Circle of Giovannino de Grassi (Master of the Paris Tacuinum ?)
f. 25, Preparation and Cooling of the Mazot
compare with
The Tacuinum Sanitatis
Milan, c. 1390-1400
France, Paris, BnF, MS n. a. lat. 1673
f. 55, Baking Bread
Although the Lombard Haggadah reveals diverse influences from works in the circle of the Visconti family - discussed in considerable detail in the
publication - the most pervasive are those from the Paris version of the Tacuinum Sanitatis, ascribed to a member of Giovannino de Grassi's
workshop and completed for a member of the Visconti court in Milan

Please contact info@lesenluminures.com for high resolution images and descriptions of the featured works of art.
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